3 August 2004

“Plural Society and Social Cohesion: Challenges under Legal
Pluralism”

An I nternational Course on Legal Pluralism, August 21-24, 2004
hosted by the Commission on Folk Law and Legal Pluralism and the University of
New Brunswick, Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada.

This four-day course will be held for academics and practitioners immediately before
the XIVth International Congress of the Commission. The course aims at capacity
building on the complex issues of legal pluralism by drawing on the expertise of
international scholars in the field who attend the conference. It will provide a
combination of practical and theoretical insights into some of the central questions
and problems facing those concerned with all aspects of social cohesion in plural
societies today. The course will enhance the capacity to develop the necessary legal
anthropological techniques and skills to understand and reshape problems of legal
pluralism. The purpose of the course is to familiarize the participants with current
international debates and to offer them a comparative perspective that allows them to
rethink their own research and practical work. Special attention will be given to the
position of indigenous peoples.

As at the past school courses (held in Wellington, Accra, Moscow, Arica and Chiang
Mai) the teaching teams will consist of senior academics drawn from the Commission
and of colleagues from the region, in this case colleagues concerned with indigenous
peoples and with local access to and management of natural resources in North
America. Co-teaching among international and local scholars has proven to be
conducive to challenging discussions among the staff and the participants. Here, as
during the conference, both practitioners and academics of various backgrounds will
be brought together.

Forms of Sessions

Generally morning sessions are planned to run from 8.30 am to 11.30 am, with a half-
hour break around 10.00 am for coffee and other refreshments, and afternoon sessions
from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm with a half-hour break around 3.00 pm.

The organisers have thought it best to ask instructors to decide how their sessions will
be structured. Some may give both the presentations at the start, and devote the rest
of the time to discussion. Some may have a discussion after each presentation. Some
may propose specific questions for discussion. Some may divide the group into
smaller groups for discussions, perhagps with everyone returning at the end for each
group to report.

Preliminary Readings
Participants will be provided with reading material, which will be despatched by

email during the first week of August to give the opportunity for them to be read
before participants arrive in Fredericton. These readings have been selected, and in



some cases written by the session leaders to provide introductions and background
information about the subject-matter of their sessions. The materials are listed in the
course programme below. It is possible that afew more may beincluded after this
notice has been sent out.

The materials will be despatched in electronic form to participants’ email addresses
by the Course and Congress secretariat under Professor Melanie Wiber at the
University of New Brunswick, Fredericton. To avoid overloading participants’ email
boxes, they will be sent in instalments. You are requested to empty your boxes at
frequent intervals during this period.

PROGRAMME
(including recommended preliminary readings)

Friday 20 August 2004
- Regigration

Saturday 21 August (Day 1)
8.30 am Registration
- Morning Session 9.00-11.30 am: Welcome from the course organisers;

Presentation: J Vanderlinden, " Developments of the theory of legal
pluralism in the cour se of the last quarter of the XXth century up to
now" .

Reading: Vanderlinden, J., "Return to legal pluralism:
twenty years later”, Journal of Legal Pluralism 28, pp.
149-157 (1989).

- Afternoon Session 1.30-4.30 pm: Gener al Theory of L egal Pluralism

Presentations: Franz v Benda-Beckmann and Werner Zips

Reading: (2) K. von Benda-Beckmann, “Legal
Pluralism”, Tai Culture VI, pp. 18-40 (2001)

(2) F. von Benda-Beckmann, “On the
reproduction of law: micro and macro in the time-space
geography of law”, in: W. Fikentscher (ed.), Begegnung
und Konflikt: eine kulturanthropologishe
Bestandsaufnahm, pp. 119-131 (2001)



(Reference will also be made to K. von
Benda-Beckmann "Transnational dimensions...”, listed
below)

Sunday 22 August (Day 2)

- Morning Session 8.30-11.30: Natural resour ces and the claims of indigenous
minorities - rights, control, conservation.

- Presentations: JoAnne Fiske and David Trigger
Reading: Bryan Horrigan and Simon Young,
“Murrandoo Yanner, His Crocodiles, the High Court,
and the Native Title Implications”, Online Opinion
(posted Friday, October 15, 1999),

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=108
1

- Afternoon Session 1.30-4.30 pm: Gender issues in the debate about social
cohesion and legal pluralism

- Presentations: Anne Griffiths and Connie Dieter
Reading: WLSA, “ The Introduction: Where Are We
Going?’, Chap. 1 in In the Shadow of the Law: Women
and justice delivery in Zimbabwe, pp. 13-17.
M onday 23 August (Day 3)
- Morning Session 8.30-11.30 a.m.: Human Rights Issues
- Presentations: Brad Morse and Natasha Novikova
Reading: (1) B.W. Morsg, “ The Scope of Human
Rights Law Concerning Indigenous and Minority
Peoples’
(2) N. Novikova, “Life in Reindeer Rhythms:
Customary and State Regulation”
- Afternoon Session: Field Trip to Boistown Community-based Forestry
Tuesday 24 August (Day 4)

- Morning Session 8.30-11.30 am: Transnational issues - transnational law,
globalizing influences, migration.

- Presentations: Keebet von Benda-Beckmann and Arnaldo Godoy

Reading: (1) K von Benda-Beckmann, "Transnational
dimensions of legal pluralism”



(2) Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri.
Empire. Harvard UP, pp. xi-xvi (2000).

- Afternoon Session 1.30-4.30 pm: Roundtable Discussion on Activism by and
on behalf of folk-law groups - tactics, strategies, skills (including natural
resource management)

- Presentations: Chris Milley and Peter Grant. Discussants include: David
Trigger, Brad Morse, Natasha Novikova, Arnaldo Godoy, Connie Dieter

Reading: Social Impacts of the Marshall Decision. The
Experiences of Four Mi'kmagq First Nations before,
during and after the Supreme Court of Canada ruling.

Study prepared for the Mi'kmag Confederacy of PEI
(Charlie Greg Sark) (2004) (Chris Milley).

- Closing Session
Wednesday 25 August: Registration for Congress

Thursday 26 - Sunday 29 August - Congress

SESSION LEADERS, ORGANISERS AND DISCUSSANTS
Franz von Benda-Beckmann (Project Group Legal Pluralism, Max Planck Institute for
Social Anthropology, Halle/Saale, Germany. fbenda@eth.mpg.de)

Keebet von Benda-Beckmann (Project Group Legal Pluralism, Max Planck Institute
for Social Anthropology, Halle/Saale, Germany. kbenda@eth.mpg.de)

Connie Deiter (cdeiter@accesscomm.ca)

Joanne Fiske (University of Lethbridge, Canada. Joanne.fiske@uleth.ca)

Arnaldo Godoy (Pontifical Catholic University of the State of Parana, Brazil
larinal @sercomtel.com.br)

Peter Grant (GRANT11@telus.net, pgrant@hsgnativelaw.com)

Anne Griffiths (University of Edinburgh, UK. anne.griffiths@ed.ac.uk)
Chris Milley (Mi’ kmaq Confederacy of Prince Edward Island. cmilley @mcpei.ca)

Brad Morse (University of Ottawa, Canada. bmorse@uottawa.ca)



Natalja Novikova (Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia. novn@orc.ru)

David Trigger (University of Western Australia. David.Trigger@uwa.edu.au)
Jacques Vanderlinden (University of Moncton, Canada. vanderj@umoncton.ca)
Melanie Wiber (University of New Brunswick. wiber@unb.ca)

Gordon Woodman (University of Birmingham UK. G.R.Woodman@bham.ac.uk)

Werner Zips (University of Vienna, Austria. werner.zips@univie.ac.at)

COURSE PARTICIPANTS
Ahmad, Rival G., Center for Indonesian Law and Policy Studies; lawyer for an NGO,
lecturing part time at University of Indonesia.

Atkinson, Edward, Nunavit Government, student in University of Ottawa Law
Program, Canada.

Bates, Karine, Ph.D. candidate, Anthropology Department, McGill University,
Canada.

Elder, Jeremy, student, Anthropology, University of New Brunswick, Canada.
Larissa Godoy, lawyer, Peru.
Gupta, Nidhi, Ph.D. Candidate, Catholic University Brussels, Belgium.

Holden, Livia, associate researcher, Comparative Microsociology of Criminal
Procedures, Free University Berlin, Germany.

Irianto, Sulistyowati, University of Indonesia.

Jyotishi, Amatendu, Asst. Prof., Gujarat Institute of Development Research (GIDR)
Gota, Ahmedabad, India.

Magliore Ngo Youmba, Friede, PhD student, University of Bielefeld, Germany.
Moniaga, Sandra, Executive Director of HuMa (Association for Community and
Ecologically-based Law Reform), Ph.D. student at Van Vollenhoven Institute for

Law, Governance and Development, Leiden University, Netherlands.

Mukherjee, Pampa, Lecturer in Political Science, Punjab University, Chandigarh,
Indai.



Perdana Wiratraman, R. Herlambang, Law Faculty, Airlangga University, Surabaya,
Indonesia.

Pinkowski, Mark, Ph.D. candidate, Anthropology, University of Victoria, Canada.

Pant, Ruchi, Masters in Business Economics, Delhi University, 12 years in NGO
sector, now with Ecoserve, India.

Rout, Shyama Prasad, India.

Safitri, Myrna, Center for Ecological Anthropology Research and Development,
University of Indonesia.

Salim, Arskal, PhD Candidate, University of Melbourne, Australia.
Sanggenafa, N., University of Cendrawasih, Jayapura, Eastern Indonesia
Sezgin, Yuksel, Turkey, PhD Candidate: University of Washington, Seattle, USA.

Schreiber, Dorothee, Dept of Resource Management and Environmental Science,
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.

Sereng, Siri Ulfsdatter, PhD student/researcher, The Norwegian College of Fishery
Science/Norut NIBR Finnmark, Norway .

Ubink, Janine, Ph.D. candidate, Van Vollenhoven Institute, Leiden University,
Netherlands.

Upreti, Bishnu Raj, Kathmandu, Nepal.

Wickramasinghe, Ranjith, PhD candidate, University of Amsterdam, working in
project in Sri Lanka.
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